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State Capitol 

 

in consideration of 
SB 338, SD 1 

RELATING TO A FOOD HUB PILOT PROGRAM. 
 

 Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and Members of the Senate Committee: 
  
 The Office of Planning supports the intent of this measure.  The purpose of SB 338, SD 1 is to 
require the Department of Agriculture to establish a five-year food hub pilot program to increase 
access to local food.  SB 338, SD 1 provides for the award of grant funding to qualified applicants 
wishing to establish or expand a food hub. 
 
 The Office of Planning’s newly-established Statewide Sustainability Program recently held a 
series of public meetings in the Fall of 2020 to update the Hawai‘i 2050 Sustainability Plan, which 
was revised by Act 146, SLH 2019 to “serve as the state’s climate and sustainability strategic action 
plan.”  Through this timely statewide public outreach during the COVID-19 global pandemic and its 
corresponding economic impacts to Hawai‘i, public participants raised the vital importance of and 
need for: community food security, access to locally-produced food, and the availability of USDA 
certified food processing facilities.  The need to improve Hawai‘i’s local food production and rural 
community food security was prevalent in nearly every Hawai‘i 2050 Sustainability Plan public 
meeting.  
 
 Recently the State of Hawai‘i also enacted Act 151, SLH 2019, one of the state’s sustainability 
targets, which required the Department of Agriculture, in cooperation with the Office of the 
Governor, to develop a strategic plan to achieve the goal of doubling food production and increasing 
food exports by 2030. 
 
 Food hubs may become a more important link in the supply chain to channel more local food to 
the consumers and institutions of the state.  Food hubs, as centrally located facilities with a business 
management structure that facilitates the aggregation, storage, processing, distribution and marketing 
of locally grown produce, are an integral but missing piece of agricultural infrastructure required to 
achieve and sustain the doubling of local food production in Hawai‘i. 
  
 The Office of Planning looks forward to supporting the Department of Agriculture in these 
sustainable endeavors to increase Hawai‘i’s food security. 
 
 Mahalo for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of SB 338, SD 1. 
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higher than the national average.6  In Hawaii, less than one in five adults reported eating five or 1 

more fruits and vegetable a day (2015 Behavioral Risk Factors Surveillance System).7 2 

The pandemic increased attention to the vulnerability of food systems and nationally 3 

local food hubs demonstrated the ability to shift and meet the needs of growers and consumers.8  4 

According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, food hubs may improve local and regional 5 

food systems, increase access to fresh fruits and vegetables in low-income communities, and 6 

facilitate fruit and vegetable purchases by institutions such as schools and hospitals.9  The DOH 7 

supports S.B. 338, S.D. 1 as one component of a comprehensive approach to improve the 8 

availability and accessibility of healthy foods to improve health outcomes for people in Hawaii, 9 

especially for those who face greater health disparities. 10 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 11 

 
6 United States Department of Agriculture: Official USDA Food Thrifty Plans. 
7 Hawaii Health Data Warehouse, Hawaii State Department of Health, Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, 
2016. 
8 Local Food Systems Response to COVID, Building Better Beyond, accessed 2/2/2021.  
9 United States Department of Agriculture. The Role of Food Hubs in Local Food Marketing. 2013. 

https://lfscovid.localfoodeconomics.com/innovation/#hubs


https://resilientoahu.org/resilience-strategy
http://aloha-challenge.hawaiigreengrowth.org/aloha-goals/local-food/
http://aloha-challenge.hawaiigreengrowth.org/aloha-goals/local-food/


https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/Online_Resources/County_Profiles/Hawaii/cp15003.pdf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2017/Online_Resources/County_Profiles/Hawaii/cp15003.pdf
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SB-338-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/27/2021 11:52:33 AM 
Testimony for WAM on 3/2/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

laurel brier Testifying for Kauai 
Climate action coalition 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

In support of local farmers growing food for our community, giving the community easier 
access to locally grown food and reducing our contributions to dangerous greenhouse 
gases from shipping and industrial farming 

 



SB-338-SD-1 
Submitted on: 2/27/2021 3:50:04 PM 
Testimony for WAM on 3/2/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Nancy Redfeather Testifying for Ka Ohana 
O Na Pua 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

This is one of those "essential bills" if we are ever to have a working local food system 
that can provide both space, infrastructure, and personnel to work with small and 
medium size farms to aggregate for institutional purchasing, provide new markets and 
marketing assistance for our small family farms that make up the vast majority of the 
farms in the State.  If we get food hubs in all regional areas of the State there will be 
new markets available for farmers, and more farmers will farm.  

 



SB-338-SD-1 
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Comments:  

Food hubs are critical links between producers and markets, allowing our small farms to 
aggregate and reach larger markets, lower transportation and labor costs for 
distribution, and more. As an operator of an early-stage food hub ourselves, we've seen 
first hand the power of food hubs to serve in emergency response and critical ag 
industry pivoting that was necessary this past year. Focusing investment in food hub 
expansion will allow these facilities to grow and flourish to provide  local food for our 
communities and diversify our economy. I humbly request you to please support this. 
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Comments:  

The time for this Bill to pass has come. One would need to be living in a cave to not 
support this bill. 
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Comments:  

Aloha Kakou, 

I am writing to strongly support SB338, the Food Hub Pilot Program.  The bill not only 
helps small farmers, it also improves the quality of food on the islands and will help to 
grow the local food economy. 

As the former chancellor of Kauai Community College, a member of the Kauai Farm 
Bureau, I am well aware of the gap between farm production and produce sales.  While 
efforts such as the Farm Bureau's and Kauai CC's Farmers Market has helped some 
small farmers be able to sell their products, there is a continued need for Food Hubs 
to  help small farmers bring produce to market. 

There are at least 2 additional reasons to support this bill.  First, we are all aware of the 
possibility of emergency situations and the increased frequency of such situations due 
to the climate crisis.  Food Hubs will help relieve pressure in emergency situations such 
as the recent overwhelming conditions in stores and on the national food supply chain 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Finally, this bill has a social justice aspect in that it will provide greater food system 
�H�T�X�L�W�\�����S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���K�H�D�O�W�K�\���I�R�R�G���L�Q���O�R�F�D�O���³�I�R�R�G���G�H�V�H�U�W�V�´�� 

I urge you to support this bill. 

Mahalo, 

Helen Cox 

Kauai Climate Action Coalition 
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Comments:  

Aloha Committee, 

On behalf of Our Revolution Hawaii's 7,000 members and supporters, we are in 
SUPPORT of SB338.  Food Hubs provide necessarry aggregation of produce for small 
farmers to help bring produce to market, and will help to grow our local economy. 

Please vote in support of SB338. 

Mahalo for your kind attention, 

Dave Mulinix 

Hawaii State Community Organizer 

Our Revolution Hawaii 

 



 
 

PO Box 1177  Koloa HI  96756 
808.652.5286 hawaiiSEED.org 
 

 
February 28, 2021 
 
Hawai`i SEED Supports: SB338 
 
Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
 
Aloha Chair Dela Cruz , Vice Chair Agaran and Members of the Committee, 
 
Hawai`i SEED strongly support SB338, relating to the Department of Agriculture establishing a Food Hub Pilot 
Program. The food hubs that are currently up and running by private groups are very additive to our 
community needs and desires to increase access to local grown food. Food hubs are a great benefit to the 
farmers and provides a practical and time saving opportunity for marketing their products. We will gain a great 
deal of knowledge by starting more food hubs and documenting operations, successes, and management 
tools. 
 
This pilot program will support the growth of our local food economy. It is also vital for relieving pressure in 
emergency situations such as the recent challenges for food security during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Mahalo, 
Jeri Di Pietro, President 
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Email: communications@ulupono.com 
 

SENATE COMMITTEE ON WAYS & MEANS 
Tuesday, March 2, 2021 ��  9:30 a.m. 

 
Ulupono Initiative supports  SB 338 SD 1, Relating to a Food Hub Pilot Program.  
 
Dear Chair Dela Cruz and Members of the Committee: 
 
My name is Micah Munekata, and I am the Director of Government Affairs at Ulupono 
Initiativ e.  ���‡���ƒ�”�‡���ƒ�����ƒ�™�ƒ�‹�î�‹-focused impact investment firm that strives to improve quality 
of life throughout the islands by helping our communities become more resilient and self-
sufficient through locally produced food; renewable energy and clean transportation; and 
better management of freshwater and waste. 
 
Ulupono supports  SB 338 SD 1, which requires the Department of Agriculture to establish 
a five-year food hub pilot program to increase access to local food and provides for the 
award of grant funding to qualified applicants wishing to establish or expand a food hub.  
This bill also authorizes the issuance of general obligation bonds for the Honalo 
Marshalling Yard. 
 
Ulupono supports the efforts of food hubs statewide as they serve as critical aggregation, 
food processing, and distribution for small farmers to access local markets.  By increasing 
local market accessibility, small farmers will be able to provide a fresh, healthy product for 
consumers statewide.  According to the 2017 USDA NASS Census of Agriculture, of 
Hawai�î�‹�ï�•���y�á�u�t�z���ˆ�ƒ�”�•�•���•�–�ƒ�–�‡�™�‹�†�‡�á���x�x�¨�á���‘�”���v�á�z�x�z���ˆ�ƒ�”�•�•�á���ƒ�”�‡���„�‡�–�™�‡�‡�•���s��9 acres and 78%, or 
5,701 farms, produce less than $25,000 in sales.  Hawai�î�‹�ï�•��agricultural producer majority is 
small farmers.  State supported food hubs may give Hawai�î�‹�ï�•���’�”�‘�†�—�…�‡�”�•��the opportunity  to 
compete with local markets while also remaining financially viable.  We recognize that you 
face many difficult decisions this year to balance the budget in the midst of this economic 
crisis, but we hope that this support for local agriculture can be considered. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Micah Munekata 
Director of Government Affairs 
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